... UMa AU Kaba u Tamo!
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..are there frogs there,
too?

(Cosmic Songs, Number XXII)




Kabra wkoaa y baaTy je,
CBU rAeAajy y Hebeca.

Aok cTapu xabau, npeaaje
objawHaBa CBa YyAeca.

A school of frogs sat in the mud,

Their gaze fixed on the heavens.
Old teacher frog did all he could

To hammer home his lessons.
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He spol(e of ﬂ\ings celestial,
I_IOMMH:e CTBaPM He6eCKe’ Of stars and planets numberless,

3BE3AE, NMAAHETE 6e36P0jHe, And of those moles terrestrial

That humans call astronomers.

a U KpTULLE 3eMaskCKe
Mo UMEeHyY aCTPOHOME. 6




To measure space, he said, the moles

Kaa Mepe npocTop, Kaxe OH, ,
. ) cmploy a curious system:
HeOGMan MM ]e MeTaP: What we would call ten million miles
KMUAOMETapa MUAUOH Is but a foot to them.
HMMA je KO CaHTUMEeTaPp. 7




This means that by their reckoning
A KaKaB je HbUXOB paYyH - I'll give you a for instance -

— OA Hac je’ eTo HPMMePa _ Neptunc is ﬂ\irty feet away

And Venus not ten inches.

Tpuaecet ctona HenTyH,

a AeceT naaaua BeHepa. ;
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It we choppcd up the Sun, he said,

OA HalUEr C)’HLl,a KOMAaAaq, (The trogs were mute with awe)
()KaGa OA H)’Aa He AMLlJe) We'd get three hundred thousand Earths,

3eMaha TPMCTa XMbaAa, Or maybc a tew more.
MAU MOXAQ KOja BULLE. 9




The Sun’s a most convenient ﬂ\ing:

A C)'H ue, lTo I'IPaBM je XHT, Its changing elevations
Ha He6y MeHa BUCUHEe Divide up Time (and Mortgages)

In manageablc portions.

AeAehiin BpeMe (M KpeAuT)
Ha MHTEpBaAe MOAECHeE. A




Now comets - thcy’re a mystery;

MucTtepuja cy komerTe, S any theyns . illusion
32 HEeKe Ccy U /\)’31’1] . And many’s the scientist (and frog)

Has jumped to the wrong conclusion.

A Hay4HuuM (1 xabe Te)
KaXy TO je KOHPY3Hja. 1




I_Ipa3HMK HajaBM HeKe 3Pa|(, Some comets herald great events
While others bring calamity -
Apyre Hecpehy pAoBoae —

One famous comet in this land

jeAHa CAABHA KOMETaA lNakK Caused men to lose their sanity.

YYMHU Aa pa3yM OAE. 12



Kaa HeHe Koce rnaameHe
pacyTe Hebom raeaamo,
BEAMKM XaOC HaCTaHe.
3aWTO je TaKo, He 3HaMO.

No sooner was its tiery tail

Seen streaking through the sky,
Than pandemonium broke out -

And no one quite knew wl'ny.
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He told them of the countless stars
O 3Beaama y kocmocy That shinc in every hue

LITO CMja])’ TPel'IePaBe, And how in fact ﬂ\ey re mosfly suns,

Some green, some red, some blue.

NpUYao je Aa HEKe Cy
14
XYyTe, LpBeHe, MA' NAaBe.
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Now if we use a spectroscope

CReKTpOCKOMOM BUAUMO AU To catch their light and scan i,

LLIT2 UMA UM ), cBeT AOCTM? We find the self-same minerals
To ueTu CY MUHEpaAW That make up our own planct.
kao Ha Hawoj NAaHeTMw. 15
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He paused. Amphibian astonishment

HeBePML"a 4 Lly]:,]el'be Was etched on every face.
BU AM MM cé Ha AU LLA Ma. “Now, any questions, class," he croaked
,,MMa AU HEKO MUTAHLE “About the stars and space?”
O KOCMOCY M 3Be3pamal™ 16

#



Up shot a little flippered limb:
KpeHylwe ¢ nuTtarmnma: “Please sir... is it true

,,M3BMHMTG... Ad AU 3HaAM That other creatures live up there?

' ) And are there frogs there, too?”
HEKOlra rope AaA UMa!

N uma Am xaba Tamo!?* 17




Jan Hepyaa (1834 - 1891), yewuku
NeCHUK, Nucaw, 1 HOBUHap, pofjeH je y

[1pary, a oApacTao je y >XKMBOMUCHOM AEAY
ctapor [lpara 3sBaHom Maaa CrpaHa (Mana

4eTBpT). b1o je choboaHM nNncau u
HOBMHAp M YYECTBOBAO j€ Y CBUM
LLEHTPAAHMM KYATYPHMUM U MOAUTUYKMM
6bopbama cBoje reHepaumje. MHoro je
nyToBao no Eeponu n banckom mctoky,
6eaexxehu cBoja 3anaxkakba O CTPaHMM
KyATypama y 6pojHum desToHMMa. CBoje
AETUHCTBO M MAAAOCT OMUCAO j€ Y CBOM
HajNONYAapHUjEM MPO3HOM AEAY
MaArocTpaHcke npuye. HepyamHo
necHM4ko aoero Kocmuuke necme (1878)
MHCMMUPUCAHO |€ MOAEPHOM
ACTPOHOMMU|OM.

]an Neruda (1834 - 1891), czech poet, writer and
iournalist, was born in Prague, and grew up in a colout-
ful part of old Prague called Mala Strana (Lesser
Quarter). He was free-lance writer and joumalisf and
paﬁicipated in all the central cultural and po]i‘rica]
stmgg]es of his generation. He travelled widcly in Europe
and Near East, recording his observations of toreign
cultures in numerous feuilletons. His childhood and
youth he described in his most popular prose work, Tales
of the Lesser Quarter. Neruda's poetry work Cosmic
Songs (1878) was inspired by modern astronomy.
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