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The spectra of Active Galactic Nuclei (AGN) are often characterized by a wealth
of emission lines with different profiles and intensity ratios that led to a complicated
classification scheme. In addition, the electro-magnetic radiation produced by these
objects spans more than 10 orders of magnitude in frequency. AGNs are therefore
associated with a much more extended radiation spectrum than the characteristic
thermal emission of other quiescent stellar systems. In spite of the striking differences
between their various classes, the origin of their activity is generally attributed to a
combination of emitting components, surrounding an accreting Super Massive Black
Hole, according to a well established Unification Model.

At present, the execution of extensive surveys of the sky, with instruments oper-
ating at various frequencies, are providing the attractive possibility to detect and to
investigate the properties of AGNs on very large statistical samples. Thanks to the
large spectroscopic surveys that, nowadays, allow detailed investigation of many of
these sources, we have the opportunity to place new constraints on the nature and
evolution of AGNs and to investigate their relations with the host systems. In this
contribution we present the results obtained by carrying out a multiple frequency
data survey, to investigate the range of AGN spectral energy distributions and we
discuss their relations with optical spectra obtained by follow up observations. We
compare our findings with the expectations based on the AGN Unification Model, and
we discuss the perspectives of multiple wavelength approaches to address the physics
of AGN related processes such as black hole accretion and acceleration of relativistic
jets.
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